This condition would seem to be ample proof that this insect feeds on blood instead of feathers and scales of skin; however, the theory was further substantiated by the presence of a long, slender tube lying between the mandibles, the tube apparently used for sucking blood from the punctures or scarifications made by the pointed mandibles (see fig. la ). Clay has elaborated somewhat on the details of these structures and has advanced theories as to their origin.
As stated above, the species of Ricinus (auct.) found on the Trochilidae possess mouth parts similar to those of Trochiloecetes (see fig. 1/), but quite different from those of the species of Ricinus (auct.) found on other families of birds. These mouth parts are of a somewhat different type than those of other genera of Amblycera, the differences being in the tj^pe of articulation and in the absence of "teeth" on the inner side of the mandibles in Ricinus.
Some forms of Ricinus (auct.) have mandibles that are exceedingly minute (Dysthamnus mentalis, fig. 16 ), but not more so than in some other genera of Amblycera, and others (Phlerjopsis n. Clay mentions the outgrowths from the dorsal wall of the preoral cavity as forming a groove to hold and guide the hypopharyngeal apparatus, but this is slightly misleading. These outgrowths are the anchorages to which are fused the sides of the collarlike structure, and it is through this structure that the hypopharyngeal apparatus is protruded and retracted. Clay also states: "The mandibles are lightly sclerotized and the piercing blades lie parallel to the median structure."
The long, posterior portion of the mandibles does lie parallel to the sucking apparatus, but the actual piercing blades are at the anterior end, pointing inward, at right angles to the median structure.
The mandibles are L-shaped, the long arm pointing backward and the short, piercing blade pointing inward.
Undoubtedly the genus Ricinus is the progenitor of the abnormal, Ricinus-likc 
